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Year 2019 Sea Seminars
Mark your Calendars. SEA has scheduled an interesting series
of seminars which touch on a variety of subjects. We are
fortunate to have wonderful presenters who have extensive
backgrounds in their related areas of expertise.

February 16 – The Impacts of Marine Debris and
Microplastics on our Nearshore Ecosystems;
presented by Dorothy Horn, Graduate Research
Fellow for the National Science Foundation.
Washed Ashore in Bandon, 3:00 pm. Wine and
cheese will be served.
March 16 – Oregon Marine Mammals: An
Ecological Prospective will be presented by Nancy
Treneman, Research Assistant at OIMB followed
by Marine Mammal Stranding presented by Dr.
Dawn Goley, Director of the Marine Mammal
Education and Research Program at Humbolt
State University. OIMB Boathouse Auditorium,
Charleston beginning at 9:00 am.
April 20 – Kelp Habitat on the Oregon Coast
presented by Sara Hamilton, Doctoral Student in
the Department of Integrative Biology at Oregon
State University followed by Dr. Bruce Menge,
Distinguished Professor of Marine Biology at
Oregon State University, on Rocky Shore Ecology.
Sprague Room, Bandon Library, 10:00 am and 2
pm. (possible field trip to tide pools at 8:30 AM)
www.sea-edu.org click on seminars
We will be putting out announcements ahead of each
seminar giving more details.

Bald Eagle at Simpson Reef

SEA’s Annual Meeting
Shoreline Education for Awareness held its Annual
Meeting Saturday, October 27, 2018. The Keynote
Speaker was Lisa Hildebrand, Oregon State
University Wildlife Science Master Student. Lisa
and her team conduct research on gray whale
populations near Port Orford to find out more
about their age, numbers of males and females,
food sources, feeding patterns, and trends in the
whale population. Observations are made from on
shore, on the water and below the surface of the
ocean. This information is collected as part of
OSU’s Geospatial Ecology Marine Megafauna Lab's
research program providing information about
“resident” whale populations along the Oregon
Coast.
Reports were given by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and SEA board members covering the
variety of activities both Fish and Wildlife and SEA
volunteers were involved in, and the expansion of
partnerships.
The election of SEA board members took place, and
we welcome new board members Dan and Raini
Williams and Mike Mueller. SEA continues to
expand its programs and volunteer initiatives for
the purposes of education and protection of
wildlife and the ocean environment.

SEA Adopts Mile 101 for
Coast Watch
Submitted by Steve Garrett
SEA is happy to announce that it is now
participating in Oregon Shores Conservation
Coalition's Coast Watch citizen science program.
A description of the program follows:

“Coast Watch, a citizen monitoring program,
engages Oregonians in stewardship of their
shoreline. The program offers education about
shoreline ecology and natural history along with
opportunities to contribute data to a variety of
citizen science projects. Volunteers adopt mile-long
segments of Oregon Coast, observing and reporting
natural changes and human induced impacts.
SEA adopted Mile 101, which starts at the access
point at Face Rock and extends to the access point
at 8th Street near Table Rock. This section of beach
was chosen as it encompasses our bird nesting
sites of Face Rock and Coquille Point. Once a
quarter, SEA volunteers will walk mile 101,
completing the “Coast Watch Mile-by-Mile
Observation Report.” It is best to have at least two
volunteers (though more are welcome) to observe
the area and complete the report taking
photographs of significant findings. Completed
reports, along with photographs, will be entered
into the Coast Watch data base. The more
volunteers making the observations the better as
there are never too many eyes watching the
coastline. Oftentimes people feel overwhelmed
and somewhat helpless in making a difference in
our environmental problems. Rest assured that
this activity is beneficial in many ways, one of
which is to help scientist understand trends and
some possible effects of climate change. It is also a
great opportunity to get out and enjoy our
gorgeous coastline with fellow SEA volunteers. If
you are interested in participating in this activity,
please contact SEA at (541) 313-6751.

Volunteers Making A Difference
SEA members and volunteers can be found working
alongside volunteers from other programs. SEA
volunteer Bruce Williams has been coordinating
quarterly beach debris cleanups as part of the
greater SOLVE program. On December 15, five
teams totaling 28 volunteers cleaned 7 ½ miles of
beach. Plastic debris is donated to Washed Ashore.
When you add up SOLVE teams up and down the
coast, they are making a difference by removing
significant amounts of debris from the coastal
environment. For those interested in helping you
can contact Bruce at bewilliams16@gmail.com.

California and Steller Sea Lions and Elephant Seal at Simpson
Reef
-SEA Spotting Scope-

We are delighted to report that Kay Gillman will be
returning for her third year as a National (RV)
Volunteer at Simpson Reef.
Also, Bullard’s
Beach State Park is providing SEA with an RV site
so John and Cindy Dillard will be returning as
SEA’s Face Rock/Coquille Point National (RV)
Volunteers for our 2019 summer season.
Having them in our onsite coastline wildlife
interpretation loop gives us continuity as we
provide interpretive services to the public. Kay,
John and Cindy will also assist the state parks with
their programs.

Welcome Kate

Hello SEA! This is my first column in the SEA
newsletter and I’d like to introduce myself. My
name is Kate Iaquinto and I’m the new South
District refuge manager for the Oregon Coast
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Complex. What
does that mean you ask? Well, I’m situated at
Bandon Marsh NWR and my primary
responsibilities are there; however, part of my job
is to oversee the southern portion of the
Oregon Islands NWR from Bandon south including
Coquille Point, Crook Point and the islands
themselves. This is my first job as a refuge
manager. My previous position was at
Monomoy NWR on Cape Cod, Massachusetts
where I was the station wildlife biologist.
Monomoy NWR is a barrier beach island that is
home to the largest common and roseate tern
colony on the east coast. It is also home to
many pairs of nesting piping plovers and American
oyster catchers. Gray seals pup on the island and
it is a major horseshoe crab spawning area.
The Chatham Massachusetts area where the
refuge's islands are situated is also a major
stopover site for southward
migrating
shorebirds.
In collaboration with partners,
we studied the movements of the federally
threatened juvenile and adult red knot. The
refuge
is
federally designated wilderness.
Seasonal staff camp on the island during the
nesting season to monitor the seabirds and
shorebirds and conduct predator management.
The refuge has a large and long

established biological program that I feel very lucky
to have led. Like Bandon Marsh NWR, Monomoy
NWR is also a satellite refuge of a larger complex,
the Eastern Massachusetts NWR complex, which
is comprised of eight refuges in the region.
Though Monomoy will always have a special
place in my heart, I decided recently that it was
time to move on. I applied to the Bandon Marsh
position because I wanted a change. I wanted to
remain coastal and to work with the coastal birds
and habitats that I love but I wanted to move my
career forward. By taking this refuge manager job I
feel that I’m doing that. My family and I moved
to the west coast in November and we are
loving it so far. Prior to coming here we had
traveled to the west coast but never to the
Oregon coast. I continue to be shocked and
amazed by its beauty. I am married. My
husband Tim works from home which has
allowed us to move here and keep his job which is
wonderful. Last year we welcomed our first child,
Gemma Pearl, who is now almost ten months
old, crawling like a champ and enjoying discovering
her new home in North Bend. We’ve been out
quite a bit hiking and driving around, trying to get
to know the place! I have a bachelor’s of science
in Wildlife Conservation Biology from the
University of Rhode Island and I am currently
working on completing my Master’s in
Environmental Conservation at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. Since I’ve been at
Bandon I’ve learned a lot. Being a manager is a big
change but I’m getting the hang of it. I’ve been
spending most of my time trying to meet our
partners and taking stock of what we have going on
here at the refuge. Our recent South Coast refuge
tour with the staff of the Oregon Coast NWR
Complex has helped to build a large to do list that
I’ll be working from. In my first year I hope to learn
a lot and get started on some new projects as well
as to continue the projects started by Eric Mruz,
the previous manager that I’m sure you all know.
I want to thank the SEA board and members that
I have met thus far for being very welcoming to
me and my family. We are looking forward to
working with you and getting to know you better.
SEA has a long history of great work on the Oregon
coast.
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Your Contribution support’s SEA’s coastal wildlife interpretation program as it continues its critical role
in the education of local residents and the growing number of visitors to the coast from around the world.
Membership
______ $20 Individual Membership
______ $35 Family Membership (2 or more in the same household)
______ $250 Lifetime Membership
Donation Other $____________
Yes ______ I would like to become a SEA Volunteer
Name ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________
Email ___________________________________________________________
Use our Pay Pal link on our website or make your tax-deducible check payable to:
Shoreline Education for Awareness
PO Box 957
Bandon, OR 97411
www.sea-edu.org

