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Puffin Party & Volunteer Training on the 
Mark for New Season 

SEA’s Annual Puffin Party will be held April 28 from 10 
am to 1 pm at Face Rock.   SEA’s spotting scopes will be 
available for visitors to view the shoreline and wildlife.  
Pela Puffin, SEA’s official mascot (shown below) is 
challenging all his friends, family, and the public to join in 

the Puffin Spotting Contest (free of charge, of course). 
Whoever sees the most Tufted Puffins wins a surprise 
gift! This is your last chance to win one of the great items 
that are being raffled by SEA. We’ll be drawing the lucky 
tickets at the Puffin Party. Treats and beverages are 
provided.   Pela Puffin Junior Activity Packets will be 
presented to kids attending the event.  And, the first 
“youngster” (ages 5-90) to spot a Tufted Puffin receives 
a special prize as well!  
Regarding the Coastline Wildlife Interpretation, SEA 
begins its Friday, Saturday, and Sunday onsite shifts 
beginning May 11.  Our volunteer two-day training will 
take place May 21 and 22 at the Bandon Barn beginning 
at 9 am.  This training is open to the public and is a great 
way to learn about coastal wildlife and habitats!  Come 
see what SEA is all about and bring a friend. Go to our 
website for more information on the training and on 
volunteering! 
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Collaboration Is The Key! 
 I feel so honored to be a part of the SEA organization and 
the opportunity to work with our dedicated volunteers! 
My excitement and gratitude were especially highlighted 
while attending Whale Watch Spoken Here on March 
26th at Face Rock.  I received a call from Eric Mruz, 
Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge Manager, asking 
if someone from SEA could help out at Coquille Point 
during the low tide this week. As many folks know, 
Bandon is a favorite vacation spot during Spring Break 
and the beaches are replete with excited vacationers, 
families and gleeful children. It is also the time of year 
when Harbor Seals haul out at Coquille Point and 
pupping season begins. Though most seals have not 
given birth yet, many are pregnant and on the verge of 
delivering their offspring. Understandably, visitors want 
to get a close-up and personal look at these wonderful 
animals and low tide allows easy access. It is very enticing 
to walk right up to the rocks where the seals are resting 
but the reality is that our presence causes stress for the 
animals, especially the moms. US Fish and Wildlife 
Service offers excellent protection of marine wildlife 
during the summer months, but Spring Break is usually 
not covered. Mike Mueller, a longtime and dedicated 
volunteer for USFW and a SEA member, was collecting 
trash on the beach when he noticed the heavy visitor 
traffic and contacted Eric. SEA volunteers mobilized 
quickly and provided coverage during low tides all of 
Spring Break week. Special thanks goes out to Bill 
Stenberg, Loren Morris, Bev Minn, Teri Spencer, Bruce 
Williams, and Nancy Bailey.  What a great group! 
Another exciting collaborative relationship developed 
when SEA volunteers participated in several hours of the 
SOLVE beach clean-up efforts and dedicated their 
collection to Washed Ashore (see Bruce Williams’s article 
in this addition). Additionally, you will often see several 
SEA members participate in the yearly Whale Watch 
Spoken Here event sponsored by Oregon State Parks. It 
is clear that we love our Ocean, the spectacular wildlife, 
and the fragile world in which we all live. 
Mary Garrett, SEA President  
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From For Our Partners 

 

A Word of Appreciation 
By Anna Diehl 

Newsletter Editor  

To watch the world news every day as it relates to our 
environment is, well, sort of similar to Forest Gump’s 
take on life—“its like a box of chocolates. You never 
know what you’re going to get”.  A daily struggle persists 
across our world in what seems like an environmental 
Armageddon.  And, to a great degree the seriousness of 
environmental degradation is exactly that bad. The 
wonder of it all is this: there is still time to turn it around. 
The struggle, however, is a complex machine. (IF ONLY it 
was about public awareness alone). The machine’s gears 
are fueled by politics, special interest groups, wealth and 
greed, and governmental policies that stretch from here 
to Mars.   
At the risk of sounding harsh or too pessimistic for some 
ears, let’s face it. It’s a battlefield out there. Groups like 
ours, SEA, do have an impact and we can voice ourselves 
in ways that others cannot. There are days when I sit back 
and think, “we’re only dreaming if we believe we can 
turn this around”, and I lose faith.  But, then the heart 
picks up its pace as the fight in me kicks in and the 
neurons turn over. The “dreamer” awakens and the 
positives of this struggle stack up in my mind’s eye like a 
chalk board checklist.  At the top of the list are people 
like Eric Mruz, South Coastal Islands NWR Manager, and 
his crew.  Knowing passionate, dedicated individuals like 
Eric and Dawn Harris, and all the others (sorry I don’t 
have all the names) are on the front lines daily fuels my 
sense of responsibility to the cause. When considering 
what they do each day out in the field my belief is quickly 
restored.  To win the battle may be a dream to some, but 
the fact is dreamers are the best doers. Eric and his crew 
are such people--they don’t give up the fight no matter 
how distressful or discouraging.  They rally their forces of 
tenacity and courage to step into the daunting maze of 
paperwork and political mush that would chase 
formidable pencil pushers away. Consequently, 

protecting and conserving our environment demands 
more than passion and dedication.  The job necessitates 
shifting gears, putting on the hard hat and stuffing 
emotion away and pulling out savvy, diplomacy, and an 
extreme degree of field expertise.  Eric and his team 
apply these and know-how to influence change and 
effect behaviors, particularly behaviors of those who 
have never set foot in the forest or witnessed a 
humpback breach, and who don’t especially have a 
desire to do so.   
The situation is at a critical pivotal point, and the 
balancing scales are tipping toward the side of regret.  
What constantly amazes me is that most of humanity are 
blind to how this issue adversely affects them and 
humanity as a whole. This is why our Oregon Islands 
National Wildlife Refuges staff is so vital, so 
fundamentally key to the saving and preservation of our 
environment. They are faced with more challenges than 
our eyes see and are multitasking every hour of the work 
day and then some, neck deep in it all.  Whether it be 
their personal beliefs, innate constitutions, or a labor of 
love or a combination of all, they are the soldiers on the 
frontline fighting the fight and also reaping  the joys that 
Nature brings us all. Every day.   
My final point is this: without this corps of dedicated staff 
and others like them worldwide our natural world would 
be whittled down to nubbins.  They don’t receive thanks 
enough nor as often as they should.   
To Eric, Dawn, and all the staff at Oregon Islands National 
Wildlife Refuges, SEA extends our heartfelt appreciation 
to you for standing firm and vigilant to protect and 
conserve what each of us hold so dear.   YOU are what 
making a difference looks like! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=K2lqs4XG&id=758839BDFBF4F8996D17ACCDCE8DCC0D66BBC7F9&thid=OIP.K2lqs4XG-BqpWEal1KStYAHaHJ&mediaurl=http://img.picturequotes.com/2/26/25067/i-dont-want-to-protect-the-environment-i-want-to-create-a-world-where-the-environment-doesnt-need-quote-1.jpg&exph=695&expw=720&q=i+dont+want+to+save+the+environment+want+a+world+where+environment+doesn't+need+saved&simid=608018542098516688&selectedIndex=0
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by Teri Spencer 

You may be aware of recent Oregon news references to 
a species of seabird, the Marbled Murrelet. There is good 
reason for all the excitement about these little birds. In 
February, the robin-sized seabird, a native of the Pacific 
Northwest was reclassified by the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) from a “threatened” to an 
“endangered” species. The decision by the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission follows similar actions in 
Washington and California.  
The Marbled Murrelet is from the alcid family, along with 
the Common Murre and Tufted Puffin. Like its alcid 
cousins, the Marbled Murrelet spends a vast majority of 
their time on the ocean for feeding,  molting, and 
courtship. It is unique among the alcids in that it does not 
colonize or nest offshore, rather flies inland to nest in 
primarily coastal old-growth coniferous forests. It has 
historically been considered an enigmatic bird with 
exceedingly secretive nesting habits. Although the birds 
were first described in the Pacific Northwest in 1789, the 
first Marbled Murrelet nest was not observed in North 
America for another near 200 years, in a northern 
California forest in 1974.  
Their nesting locations remained unknown to experts for 
so long because of their stealthy behaviors. During the 
breeding season, they fly at high speeds from their ocean 
foraging locations under the cover of dusk or dawn to the 
inland forests to nest. They are known to travel up to 30 
miles inland to nest. They do not build a nest, instead find 
an existing spot such as a mossy depression on a large, 
high conifer branch to lay their egg. The Marbled 
Murrelet has a naturally low reproductive rate, 
producing only one egg per year, and may not breed 
every year.  
Unfortunately, the once abundant Marbled Murrelet 
population in the Pacific Northwest has steeply declined 
over time, primarily due to loss of their nesting habitat in 
the old-growth forests. In Oregon, the Elliott, Clatsop, 
and Tillamook are the state-owned and managed forests 
involved. According to the  ODFW  2017 “Status Review 
of the Marbled Murrelet”, “Changes in late-successional 
forests in Oregon since European settlement, due to 
timber harvest, fire, wind and other factors have 
significantly reduced Marbled Murrelet nesting habitat. 
Since 1993, further habitat losses have occurred, mainly 
due to timber harvest on nonfederal lands and wildfire 
on federal lands.” Other factors impacting the Marbled 

Murrelet population include predators (e.g. jays, crows, 
ravens) and changing ocean conditions that affect their 
food sources.  
The Marbled Murrelet was federally listed as threatened 
in Washington, Oregon, and California in 1992. ODFW 
state-listed them as threatened in May, 1995. In 2016, 
five organizations, including the Portland Audubon 
Society, Cascadia Wildlands, and the Sierra Club 
petitioned ODFW to reclassify the Marbled Murrelet as 
endangered.  The petitioners argued that despite the 
Marbled Murrelet’s threatened status for over two 
decades, “continued destruction of its nesting habitat 
has driven the species to a historically low population 
level”. The petitioners contended that “Oregon does not 
have a comprehensive Marbled Murrelet conservation 
strategy, despite the fact that state forests are critical to 
the species survival”.  
On February 9, 2018 the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission conducted a meeting for hearing pro and 
con arguments and, with a final 4 to 2 vote, reclassified 
the Marbled Murrelet as endangered under the Oregon 
Endangered Species Act. The action puts the state on a 
fast-track aimed at protecting the birds. The Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission are required to immediately 
establish “survival guidelines” that will serve as “interim 
protection” for the Marbled Murrelet in Oregon. Survival 
guidelines are described by ODFW as “quantifiable and 
measurable guidelines necessary to ensure the survival 
of individual members of the species”. Within four 
months of the reclassification, applicable state land-
owning and managing agencies are required to develop 
endangered species management plans for the Marbled 
Murrelet. These comprehensive plans are intended to 
protect and prevent extinction of the Marbled Murrelet, 
and must be reviewed and approved by the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission within 24 months.  
For more information on Oregon threatened and 
endangered species processes: 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/diversity/species/t
hreatened_endangered_species.asp 
 

 
 
 

Marbled Murrelets Uplisted to Endangered 
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This edition’s SEA Board of Directors introduction is our 
Secretary, Arlene Esqueda.  

 
Arlene and her family-- Loren, Moose and Squirrel-- 
happened upon Bandon on May 15, 2015. They sold their 
home in Draper, Utah and headed to the Oregon coast 
despite never visiting, as well as having little knowledge 
of the area. They were ready for a new adventure. Their 
belongings were sent to long term storage in Coos Bay so 
they could take time to check out the coastline, but the 
only long-term rental they could find was in Bandon.  
LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT!  Bandon immediately felt like 
home – this is where they were meant to be.  Within 
weeks they found their forever home in Bandon and 
settled in.  Arlene and Loren joined Whale Watch 
immediately and met some great people who were SEA 
members.  Loren joined SEA while Arlene joined Good 
Earth Community Garden where she enjoyed gardening 
and serving as Secretary.  She was then recruited to be 
Secretary of SEA – quite unexpected, but happily agreed.  
She is a passionate supporter of SEA and feels lucky to 
work alongside such smart, truly wonderful people. 
Arlene and Loren grew up in Stockton, California and 
were high school sweethearts.  They both went on 
separate adventures during their college years.  Arlene 
moved to Utah and attended the University of Utah 
where she graduated with a Special Education degree.   
She taught elementary school students with learning and 
behavioral disabilities for 15 years, then was accepted to 
the BYU Leader Preparation Program and completed her 
Master’s and Administrative Degree.  She was an 
elementary school Principal for 15 years.  Thirty-five 
years later, Arlene and Loren found each other and 
became a couple and had two fur kids, Moose and 
Squirrel.  Arlene retired after thirty years of public 
education service. 
Arlene loves everything about Oregon!  She enjoys 
walking every day to Table Rock and Coquille Point with 

her dogs to scope out wildlife and still marvels at the 
sight of the beautiful coastline.  She supports Oregon 
Shores Conservation Coalition/Coast Watch and has 
adopted a mile to clean.  Her retirement is spent doing 
the things she loves--reading and gardening, as well as 
collecting rocks, shells and drift wood for her garden and 
planter creations.  Arlene enjoys volunteering, especially 
for SEA where she has learned so much and has the 
opportunity to help people appreciate, understand, and 
take care of our beautiful coastline as well as our wildlife.  
Educating people always makes a difference for our 
world – it is Key! 
 
 
 

by Jeanine Rachau 

I remember my first view of Bandon Marsh.  It was nearly 
20 years ago while visiting some friends and traveling on 
Highway 101 to go salmon fishing.  The marsh area 
seemed rather desolate and abandoned to my 
uneducated eyes.  I wondered if the region’s first settlers 
in the 1800s felt the same way, and looked at the marsh 
land as areas just begging to be utilized and made 
productive to their own needs. I imagined the settlers 
were focused on establishing themselves, surviving and 
creating homes and farms with logging and agriculture. 
With their modern ideals they created earthen dams, 
tide gates and dug ditches to drain the wetlands.  This in 
the short term was good for the settler’s immediate 
needs, but in the long term it decimated a wildlife area 
that affected local fish, salmon and migratory birds. 
Approximately 5,000 wetland acres in the Coquille River 
valley system were whittled down to less than 500 acres 
in a few hundred years.   

 
Prior to pioneer 
settlement, the Coquille 
estuary had been 
inhabited by the 
Coquille Indians and 
other members of the 

Confederated Tribes of the Siletz for untold generations.   
The word Coquille derives from the tribal word scoquel, 
their name for the eel-like Pacfic Lamprey.  Coquille is 
pronounced Ko-kwell when referencing the tribe and Ko-
Keel for place names.  They utilized the marsh capturing 
fish and other wildlife over many, many generations.  The 
people and the marsh thrived.   Western hemlock stakes 
preserved in the waterlogged soils have been dated by 
archeologists from 300 to over 3,300 years old. The 

Bandon Marsh: A First View 
 

The Story Behind the Name 
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stakes are remnants of weirs, barricades set across tidal 
channels to trap fish. 

Recognizing the 
importance of the 
area and to 
protect the 
remaining wildlife 
area, the Bandon 
Marsh Refuge was 
established in 
1983.  It is located 
along the mouth 
of the Coquille 
River and the city 
of Bandon.  The 
mudflats and 
marsh grasses are 
vital for migratory 
and breeding 
birds and a 
sanctuary for 
salmon and trout 
in the tidal 
channels as well 

as various aquatic and other wildlife and 

microorganisms. The Ni-les’tun Unit (pronounced Ny-
les-tun) means small fish dam on a river (a fishing weir), 
was established for the protection and restoration of 
marshes that interface with the Coquille river valley low 
lands. In 2011 the dikes were lowered and tide-gates 
were removed to restore over 400 additional acres of 
tide marsh. This unit combined with the Bandon Marsh 
unit total 889 acres.   The Ni-les'tun overlook site was 
once a thriving permanent Coquille Indian encampment 
dating from 3,200 years ago. The Coquille lived in plank 
houses on the river terraces and set up summer fishing 
camps.  Their history in this area dates back 4,500 years.  
I find it humbling to consider that man has lived in 
harmony with their environment for 5,000 years, and 
another mindset can destroy it in a couple hundred 
years.  
The good news is that beavers, nature’s engineers, have 
returned to the area to help create pools and habitats for 
fish and aquatic life.  Helping to re-landscape a natural 
environment for all.  Allowing nature to revert and 
restore the Marsh is healthier for our coastal area and 
planet!  Tidal salt marshes are amazing at capturing and 
storing carbon about 10 to 100 times better than other 
plant communities. While freshwater marshes store 
carbon, too, they also release methane (a more potent 

greenhouse gas than CO2).  In contrast, the chemistry of 
salt marsh soil blocks methane production.  Every time 
we restore a salt marsh, we are taking more CO2 out of 
the atmosphere, helping us address one of the core 
causes of climate change. Estuaries are a transition zone 
where fresh water and sea tides mix twice a day.  The 
natural sediment and grass vegetation create a buffer as 
well as a filter for all the nutrients that settle there.  It is 
the base for a vital food chain for a huge amount of life.  
The marsh is also very vulnerable to not only sea level 
changes but to human activities far inland.  Change in 

river flow, such as from water dams or pollutants and 
chemicals flushing downstream has a large impact to the 
quality of life in the marsh and the sea. 
In spite of everything that man and nature has thrown at 
the marsh, it still hangs on and has survived at least 12 
catastrophes in the last 6,700 years—earthquakes shook 
the coastline and triggered gigantic waves called 
tsunamis.  Oral histories of native people as well as 
Japanese archives record the last massive earthquake on 
January 26, 1700.  Scientists can read the story in the 
buried marsh soils and in tree rings of cedars covered by 
the immense flood as the coast dropped a half foot at the 
mouth of the Coquille River.  It is up to us to prepare and 
support for the future of when this happens again. 
Learning about the history and what it has taken to 
restore some of what was in the Bandon Marsh opened 
my eyes to see value in an area that I did not see at first 
glance.  Gaining a little wonder and curiosity of nature 
and wildlife can make it become personal and bring 
awareness of how to respect and preserve this wildlife 
jewel for everyone.  
To have your own Bandon Marsh adventure: 

• Bandon Marsh Unit - drive north on Riverside 
Drive from Old Town approximately one mile, 
and park in the refuge parking area on the west 
(left) side of the road. 
 

• Ni-les’tun Unit - drive north on Highway 101 out 
of Bandon. Turn right on North Bank Lane and 



Spring 2018         
 

Page | 6  
  
 

drive approximately one mile. The parking area 
and observation deck are on the south side of 
the road. 

Please visit for more information:  
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/  
(Ref: US Fish and Wildlife Service) 
 
 
 

Submitted by Bruce Williams 

A big thanks to Bruce for sharing this important and 
timely information with us direct from the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
Frequently asked questions  
There is a seal on the beach, what should I do?  
Keep your distance. The West Coast Marine Mammal 
Stranding Network encourages you to “Share the Shore” 
with harbor seals. Seals use log booms, docks, and 
shoreline habitat on a daily basis to rest and regulate 
their body temperature. Seal pups are born in the West 
Coast Region in January (California) and between April 
and October (Oregon and Washington). Please stay back 
100 yards if possible, keep your dogs on a leash, and if 
the animal is injured call our hotline at 1-866-767-6114. 
The best thing you can do is to leave the animal alone. 
You can also find contact information for your local 
stranding network coordinator at: http://www. 
westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine
_mammals/stranding_maps_and_contacts.html  

 

(photo courtesy of Bev Minn) 

 
Can I feed, touch, or pick up a harbor seal?  
NO. Harbor seals (and all marine mammals) are 
protected by law under the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. Federal marine mammal regulations prohibit 
harassing or capturing seals on shore to reduce human 
disturbance of important life processes. Feeding seals in 
the wild is also prohibited and is considered harassment. 

What is harassment? It is when we disturb, injure, or 
interfere with its ability to hunt, feed, communicate, 
socialize, rest, breed, or care for its young. If you feed, 
touch, harass, pour water on or pick up a seal you may 
be investigated by NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement for 
violating the marine mammal regulations.  
I can closely approach a harbor seal on the beach. Is it 
sick?  
NO. Some seals haulout in public areas and are not 
sensitive to human presence. Please Share the Shore and 
give the animal space. Many harbor seal pups are too 
young to have developed protective wariness (escape 
response) and may not flee when approached while 
resting and warming up on shore. Adult seals may be 
more wary and will escape to the water if approached. If 
a pup is still being attended by a female seal it is 
important to reduce human disturbance at the site so 
she can return to care for her pup.  
A seal is injured, what should I do?  
Seals are wild animals and occasional minor injuries can 
be expected. If you think the seal is seriously injured call 
our hotline at 1-866-767-6114 or use our GIS maps to 
find the stranding coordinator in your area; 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_sp
ecies/marine_mammals/ 
stranding_maps_and_contacts.html. Sometimes what 
you may think is an injury may be normal. For example, 
harbor seal pups are born with an umbilical cord that will 
fall off between 7-10 days. The first 0-4 days the 
umbilical cord is pink and fleshy, and has been mistaken 
for “intestines” or a cut. Harbor seals do get small 
wounds and cuts; this is normal and does not usually 
present a serious health concern. Seals also lie on their 
sides and commonly hold a foreflipper into the air. They 
are also very awkward on land since they cannot rotate 
their hindlimbs forward (like a sea lion can), so they 
move with a wriggling “caterpillar” like motion. 
I’m concerned a harbor seal pup has been abandoned. 
What should I do?  
A minimum undisturbed observation period of 24 to 48 
hours is recommended to determine whether the pup is 
being attended by a female. Signs of an attendant female      
would include; sightings of seal(s) in the water nearby; 
tracks near the pup; movement of the pup up or down 
the beach, or in and out of the water. Harbor seal pups 
may haulout in the same place for several days or weeks 
at a time; this does not mean they are abandoned. An 
attendant female may be nursing her pup at night if there 
is human disturbance around the pup during the day.  
How long do harbor seal pups nurse?  

Share the Shore with Harbor Seals 
 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/
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Nursing pups remain with their mothers for 4 to 6 weeks 
and are then weaned to forage and survive on their own. 
Pups are precocious at birth, capable of swimming and 
following their mothers into the water immediately after 
birth. Pups will call for their mothers until weaned with a 
sheep-like “m-a-a-a”; and will sometimes try and suckle 
on driftwood, boats, and other items when hauled out or 
swimming until they learn to catch fish on their own. 
Pups that are being weaned must learn to survive and 
forage for food. Weaned pups will spend extended hours 
on shore resting and regulating their body temperature. 
Please respect nature’s role. Up to 50% of the pups born 
will not survive their first year of life. Contributing factors 
to pup mortality within this first year are; conditions 
associated with fetal development or premature birth; 
disease; predation by shoreline predators or domestic 
dogs, infection; dehydration; or starvation. Please give all 
seals space on shore; it is vital to reduce human 
disturbance and give seals the best chance to thrive in 
the wild.  
Is the harbor seal population healthy?  
YES. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act harbor 
seal populations have recovered to healthy numbers. 
The harbor seal population is at carrying capacity 
(maximum population size of the species that the 
environment can sustain indefinitely). The Washington 
Inland water stock of harbor seals is estimated to be 
14,000 individuals and the Oregon/Washington Outer 
coast stock is estimated to be 25,000 individuals (Jeffries 
et al 2003). There are 3,000-5,000 harbor seal pups born 
in Washington inland waters each year.  
What is the rehabilitation policy for harbor seal pups?  
In the West Coast Region there are 9 (2 for Washington) 
NMFS authorized rehabilitation facilities that are 
available to provide clinical care to a limited number of 
sick or injured marine mammals. The decision to place an 
animal in a rehabilitation facility is made on a case by 
case basis by authorized Federal, state, or local officials, 
or by local Stranding Agreement holders who have been 
authorized by NOAA Fisheries to conduct live animal first 
response and triage. Our overall goal is to provide an 
appropriate response to ensure that animals have the 
best chance to survive on their own in the wild, which 
usually means leaving a pup on the beach. The harbor 
seal population is healthy, so we do not intervene in 
cases of natural mortality. Intervention to capture 
individual seals observed at harbor seal rookeries (where 
pups are born) is avoided to minimize the impacts and 
disturbance of other animals at the site including nursing 
females with pups. In some cases, pups with serious 

injuries or who have had negative interactions with dogs 
or humans are considered as candidates to be taken in 
for treatment. Rehabilitation can only be done by trained 
experts at an authorized facility; these facilities cannot 
accept illegally captured marine mammals delivered to 
them for treatment by unauthorized individuals. 
Rehabilitation of harbor seals is difficult and many will 
not survive; rehabilitation does not guarantee the long-
term survival of the animal post-release.  
References: Jeffries SJ, Huber HR, Calambokidis J, Laake J 
(2003) Trends and status of harbor seals in Washington 
State: 1978-1999. Journal of Wildlife Management 
67:208-219  
How can I learn more about harbor seals?  
For more information about harbor seals in the Pacific 
Northwest please visit our website at:  
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/
marine_mammals/pinnipeds/harbor_seals.html  
You can also follow the Blubberblog and view a Share the 
Shore with Harbor Seals video at:  
http://www.blubberblog.org/ 
U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries 
Service 
West Coast Region: To report a dead, injured or stranded 
marine mammal, Call: 1-866-767-6114  
For law enforcement, harassments, and other violations  
Call: 1-800-853-1964  
Entangled marine mammals  
Call: 1-877-SOS-WHALe or 1-877-767-9425, or  
Hail the U.S. Coast Guard on VHF Ch. 16  
To report derelict gear, Call: 1-855-542-3935  
 

 

Bandon Marsh: A First View 
Bandon Marsh: A First View 
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Article & Photos by Bruce Williams 

Beach cleanups have been a current topic of discussion 
for the SEA Board, and in response my wife, Nancy, and I 
I wanted to provide a short report on the beach cleanup 
we coordinated.  It was supposed to happen in 
conjunction with the Statewide effort on Saturday, 
March 24th, but was postponed to Tuesday, March 27th, 
due to inclement weather (high winds, rain, possible 
thunderstorms).   
The cleanup was a huge success, with 10 people joining 
forces for 3 hours to clean more than a mile of beach at 
Cape Blanco State Park, collecting 20 large SOLVE bags of 
marine debris of all sorts, including a tire and some other 
large pieces of plastic.  The group consisted of 3 friends, 
1 volunteer from Washed Ashore, 4 members/ 
volunteers from SEA, and Nancy and me who are 

"crossovers" from both SEA and Washed Ashore.  I would 
like to thank Bev Minn, Kent Hall, Teri Spencer, and in 
particular Bill Binnewies for providing the truck to pick up 
bags on the beach.  The truck saved a lot of time and the 
hard work of lugging the bags a mile back to the parking 
lot.  Good job everyone!   
On the way back to Bandon, all of the bags were 
delivered to Washed Ashore at Art 101 where they 
accept marine debris for repurposing into sculptures, 
particularly persistent pernicious plastics.  Try to say that 
three times fast!  Angela Haseltine Pozzi (Lead Artist and 
Executive Director of Washed Ashore) came out to greet 
us and was very grateful to get such a large donation of 
raw materials for her sculptures.  She thanked us 
profusely and even took us "backstage" for a rare look at 
some of her works-in-progress, “Octavia” the octopus 
being one.  It’s incredible to see what kinds of artful sea 
creatures Angela and her staff create from beach trash 
brought in by the public!  If you have never visited their 
workshop in Bandon to view their exhibits and learn 
about what they do, it is worth the trip.  You can also 
check them out online at www.WashedAshore.org. 
The photos below are of the group (minus the 
photographer) and the stack of bags of debris, as well as 
a spot with an unusually large pile of debris just below 
the lighthouse, which is a serious catcher beach.  One 
individual picked up 262 pieces of plastic at least as large 
as a bottle cap without ever moving his feet from one 
place! We are planning another cleanup in April, possibly 
getting more people involved from both SEA and Washed 
Ashore. 
 

 
 

 

 

Flocks of Common Murre are returning to their 
nesting sites on the rocks and islands near Face Rock 
and Coquille Point overlooks.  Their return means 
our coastline wildlife interpretation season is not far 
off.  We plan to start our first shifts at the overlooks 
on May 11.  
 

 
 
Face Rock/Coquille Point will be from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  Simpson Reef Will be 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m.  We will hold our annual volunteer training 
May 22 - 23, at the Bandon Community 
Center.  You can sign up for shifts at the SEA 
Website: www.sea-edu.org. 
 
Bill Binnewies 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Beach Clean Up Huge Success 
Beach Clean Up Huge Success 

 

http://www.washedashore.org/
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By Nancy Bailey 

This small shorebird prefers to move along the sand by 
foot rather than flight. It has a distinct black cap behind 
a white forehead, a dark line though the eye, and an 
incomplete black breast band. Males have darker and 
more distinct breeding plumage than females; both 
sexes lose coloration during late summer. It is the only 
shorebird that regularly breeds on Oregon's beaches. 
East of the Cascades, the Western Snowy plover is a 
summer resident breeding on alkaline flats and salt pans. 
On the Oregon coast, this species is found year-round 
between Heceta Head and Cape Blanco. 
Western snowy plovers are Oregon Conservation 
Strategy Species in the Coast Range, Northern Basin and 
Range and Nearshore ecoregions. 

Western Snowy Plovers 
use sandy and sparsely-
vegetated shoreline above 
the high tide line for 
nesting. They prefer sandy 
beaches with intertidal 
areas for foraging (Coast 

Range, Nearshore ecoregions). Interior-breeding birds 
utilize alkaline flats and salt pans associated with springs, 
seeps, or lake edges (Northern Basin and Range 
ecoregion). 
Snowy Plovers need suitable habitat free from 
introduced European beach grass and with few ground 
or avian predators. Human disturbance is a major 
limitation to breeding success outside the currently 
protected areas. 
There are eight main nesting areas for the western 
snowy plover on the Oregon Coast. 
Five nesting areas occur on federal lands managed by the 
USDA Forest Service. These sites are located at Baker 

Beach/Sutton Beach, Siltcoos Estuary, Oregon Dunes 
Overlook, Tahkenitch Estuary, and Tenmile Estuary. 
Another nesting area is located on the Coos Bay North 
Spit and is managed cooperatively by the Bureau of Land 
Management, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and Army Corps of Engineers. 
One nesting area is at New River Spit which is comprised 
of federal, county and private lands and is managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management. 
The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department manages 
one nesting area at Bandon State Natural Area near 
China Creek. 
(Reference site: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife) 
 
 
 

By Jeanine Rachau 

First and foremost, thank you to the 231 people who 
were a part of the 2017-2018 Whale Watching Spoken 

Here® volunteer team! A special thank you goes out to 
our excellent training instructors, Dr. Bruce Mate and 
Professor Carrie Newell for providing another fantastic 
year of education, and expertise to our volunteers.  
In the 13 days included, December 27th – 31st,, 2017, and 
March 24th – 31st 2018, we spotted and counted over 
4,058 gray whales and had the opportunity to educate 
over 42,058 visitors from all around the world who were 
in search of these incredible animals. Spring 2018 was 

the second busiest whale watch week ever.  Over 27,600 
visitors were contacted in just 24 hours of volunteer 

work; we averaged over 1,150 visitor contacts per hour. 
That’s just simply remarkable. Additionally, over 90,000 
people tuned in via our live camera on YouTube, and they 
were able to experience the joys of whale watching from 
Depoe Bay in real time from all over the world. Each year 
the interest in whale watching along the Oregon Coast 
increases and I believe that it is in large part because of 
our volunteers and their dedication to this program.  
Next year marks the 40th anniversary of this outstanding 

citizen science program, and I sincerely hope each of our 
volunteers and more individuals will participate 
again. Be sure to follow the website 
http://www.Whalespoken.org throughout the year; we 
will announce next year’s trainings and volunteer dates 
in late summer. Registration should open for next year’s 
program on October 1st 2018. 
If you have 3 minutes, please let us know how this year 
went for you by taking this quick anonymous survey. 
https://goo.gl/forms/PlDenniPZA1PNzI62 Your feedback 
is greatly appreciated.  

The Amazing Snowy Plover 
 Outstanding Whale Watching Year 

 

http://oregonconservationstrategy.com/strategy-species/western-snowy-plover/
http://oregonconservationstrategy.com/strategy-species/western-snowy-plover/
http://www.whalespoken.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/PlDenniPZA1PNzI62
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Board of Directors 

 
  Mary Garrett   Arlene Esqueda  Susan Ryan  Bill Stenberg 
  541-261-1076  801-243-3329   541-373-0910  503-593-5010 
  (President)   (Secretary)   (Treasurer)  (Vice President) 
 
  Bill Binnewies  Steve Garrett   Anna Diehl  Robin McCreery 
  541-297-8936  541-261-1076   541-821-1905  541-217-8019 
 (Volunteer Coordinator) (Membership)   (Newsletter Editor) (Social Media) 
 
      Loren Morris 
      801-661-5738 
      (Uniforms/Promotions) 
  
e-mail at info@sea-edu.org or phone 541-313-6751                                                Visit us at: www.sea-edu.org                                 
 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF SHORELINE EDUCATION FOR AWARENESS 

 
Your tax-deductible contribution to Shoreline Education for Awareness directly supports SEA’s coastal 
wildlife interpretation program as it continues its crucial role in the education of local residents and the 
growing number of visitors to our coast from around the world. You can also contribute by becoming a 
volunteer. Please use the form below to become a member, make an additional contribution to the 
program, or to indicate your interest in volunteering. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
___ Enclosed is my contribution to help support SEA 
___ I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program 
 
 Please call me at:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 Or send me an e-mail at:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suggested Donations (Check One): 
___ $20 Individual Membership     ___ $50 additional contribution 
___ $35 Family Membership (2 or more in same household)   ___ $100 additional contribution 

___ $25 additional contribution     ___ Other $ 
___ I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program.    
 
Name:            
Address           
City, State, Zip:          E- 
E-mail: 
Use the PayPal link on our website or make your tax-deducible check payable to:     
Shoreline Education for Awareness 
P.O. Box 957 
Bandon, Oregon 97411 
 

 
 

 

mailto:info@sea-edu.org
http://www.sea-edu.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ZwsV5qSq&id=D674A731D8230F01DBBFA14FD5574FB20AFE1D13&q=pay+pal&simid=608045350493161448&selectedIndex=64

