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Haystack Rock Visit
By Mary Garrett, SEA President
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Board members Mary Garrett, Susan Ryan, and Arlene
Esqueda were fortunate to visit the Friends of Haystack
Rock (FOHR) board meeting in Cannon Beach August 11,
2017. We were on an information gathering mission to
glean knowledge and professional feedback from this
very active and strong Friends Group of USFW. We
quickly learned that the FOHR Board is made up of very
devoted and experienced members, several of which
have served in various capacities over the years.
Conservation of Cannon Beach, the nesting birds and
marine wildlife is a lifelong passion for many of these
folks and their dedication is obvious.
As SEA continues to grow in its membership and
volunteers, the Board is working hard on building a larger
presence in the community through education,
opportunities for growth and more involvement by
citizen scientists. Though FOHR is primarily a fundraising resource for local interpretation volunteer groups
such as Haystack Rock Awareness Project, their means of
involving the community are impressive. Examples of
their activities include attending the Cannon Beach
Farmers market once a month, conducting guided beach
talks, and representation at the Capital in Salem, Oregon,
for the Beach Bill discussion. We also learned about
clever fund-raising ideas.
A highlight of our visit included an early morning beach
walk to Haystack Rock where we saw between 20 and 30
Tufted Puffins. (Continued on, Page 3)
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From Our Partners

Intern Life
By Deklyn Wood
SEA Intern, Oregon Coast NWR Complex

Working as a SEA intern in Bandon. Oregon, has been a
highly rewarding experience. I recently graduated from
Oregon State University with a degree in environmental
science and aquatic biology. Like most 22-year old recent
grads I was not exactly sure what I wanted to do.
However, I was eager to use this summer as an
opportunity to gain work experience in marine science
and share my passion for the ocean with others. As a SEA
intern working closely with the U.S Fish and Wildlife
Service I have been able to do just that and so much
more. My time with SEA has been a wonderful
introduction to marine life on our Oregon coast and a
reminder that there are no classroom substitutes for
what can be learned working in our national wildlife
refuges.
I spent much of my time this summer protecting and
interpreting the wildlife at Coquille Point and Simpson
Reef. It was an excellent opportunity to take in the
outstanding views and talk with visitors from all
backgrounds about our Oregon Islands national wildlife
refuge. Whether it was pointing out the birds and marine
mammals with a spotting scope or walking through
beautiful tide pools down at coquille point, I have
enjoyed every minute of my experience. I met some
interesting people and from Tufted Puffins and
Oystercatchers to massive Elephant Seals and newborn
Harbor Seals there was never a dull day at the beach. No
textbook will compare to what you can learn from
observing these amazing creatures on a daily basis. Over
time their personalities become evident and you get a
glimpse into what their behavior and life cycle looks like
beyond just words on a page. The more I observed the
more nature came alive to me. It's truly amazing to have
this new perspective on marine life and I really enjoyed
sharing this with all of our visitors.

Thanks to the flexibility and guidance of both SEA and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service I also had the opportunity
to jump on board several other projects up and down our
coast. In the month of May I spent two weeks surveying
Black Oystercatcher nest sites from Port Orford to
Brookings with the Audubon Society. With a scope and
map in hand, we hiked long distances of trail and beach
in order to cover all of the possible rocky shore habitat
along this beautiful coastline. Working with a couple of
experienced birders I gained valuable insight not only
pertaining to black oystercatchers but also many other
seabirds along our coast. One of my favorite experiences
was working alongside Oregon State University
researchers from the Seabird Oceanography Lab on a
quest to GPS tag Western Gulls. Our expedition required
launching two kayaks through the surf zone and then
eventually paddling the half mile offshore to Hunters
island where we would be tagging the gulls. At times it
felt like a scene from Castaway as we tossed about
between the waves. We spent the entire day on the
island setting traps and capturing gulls in order to take
morphometric measurements and harness them with
satellite trackers. It was an amazing opportunity to
handle birds and basically live on an island for a day.
What a thrill!
Another highlight of the summer was joining a crew of
scientists out of Newport in an effort to tag common
murres out on the ocean. Spotlighting in the dark for
these small seabirds was an incredible adventure. Aside
from successfully tagging 6 Common Murres, we saw the
eerie glow of bioluminescent algae, spotted several
different sea birds, and even encountered a large grey
whale that surfaced adjacent to our boat. It was a wild
night and one that I will not forget.
These are merely a few memories of my amazing
summer working within our National Wildlife Refuges
and along our coast. The work experience and learning
opportunities were without a doubt invaluable. I cannot
thank all of those at SEA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
enough for their guidance and mentorship and I am
excited to apply what I have learned throughout my
future endeavors on the Oregon coast and beyond.
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Haystack Rock Visit continued:
As reported in the local Cannon Beach newspaper, The
Gazette, the Puffin population has stabilized the past few
years in the low 100s, but it has been on the decline over
the past 20 years. The numbers dropped from 368 to 99
sighted Puffins from 2010 to 2016. As a result, the FOHR
and Haystack Rock Awareness Project have been very
active with the Protect Our Puffins campaign.

Outstanding Volunteer Season
at the Reef & Rock
By Bill Binnewies,, SEA Volunteer Coordinator

A BIG THANKS to the SEA volunteers who provided
opportunities to the visiting public to see and learn about
coastal wildlife this past season. Volunteers contributed
654 hours and talked to 11,323 visitors. The daily logs
included many comments about wildlife sightings,
viewing conditions, and other observations. Our most
valuable contribution was the warm, welcoming
relationship between the volunteers and visiting
public. So many visitors expressed their personal thanks
as they left the viewing areas. This relationship was also
reflected in the voluntary donations we received this
summer. A special thanks goes to those volunteers who
worked multiple shifts, and to our RV Volunteer Kay
Gilman. Also, it was a pleasure to work with the USFWS
volunteers. Preparations for next year are underway as
we continue to find ways to enhance visitors'
experiences on the Oregon Coast.

COMING SOON!!!
SEA is planning the forth coming year’s educational
series, or seminars, as we’ve referred to them in the past.
Keep an eye on our web site and
Facebook page for details and
the schedule.
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The Story Behind the Name
Next up on our SEA Board of Directors introductions is
our Vice President, Bill Stenberg.

are backpacking, kayaking, music, and the Bandon
Community Youth Center.

SEA & Coastal Refuges Volunteer
Projects List
Volunteer projects include flexible schedules. Ask our
SEA Volunteer Coordinator or the South Coast Refuge
Manager about project particulars! Phone 541-2607770 for more information or to sign up!

Pollinators, Habitat Restoration, and Artistry





Pollinator Gardening
Bandon Marsh Refuge Clean Up Day
Shed Mural Painting Project
Invasive Species Removal

Citizen Science
Bill joined the SEA Board in the Fall of 2015 after serving
as a wildlife interpreter the previous summer. His love
of the ocean and all that inhabits the water and the
coastline comes from his many years of sea kayaking in
Southeast Alaska. Bill lived in Sitka for 9 years where he
was an administrator for Sheldon Jackson College. He fell
in love with the ocean and especially with exploring the
region by kayak. Bald eagles, horned puffins and
humpback whales were his favorite wild things. ”My
close encounters with each of these critters were
thrilling,” Bill says. His close encounters with Alaska
brown bear were “terrifying”.
Bill moved to Bandon in 2014 to be with his new-found
significant other, Susan Ryan (also a Board member).
Together, they learned about SEA from Steve and Mary
Garrett and began volunteering to be wildlife
interpreters. Bill and Susan were quickly captivated by
the birds and the pinnipeds of the Southern Oregon
Coast. Bill likes to tell folks that as breathtaking as these
shore birds and marine mammals are, the people who
come to see them for the first time are equally
interesting. “Whether our visitors are refugees from the
searing heat of the Willamette Valley or first-time visitors
from other states and nations, our visitors bring
fascinating stories with them. Watching them react to
puffins, black oystercatchers and the hundreds of
common murres and cormorants we have in Bandon, or
Simpson Reef’s hundreds of pinnipeds, is priceless.”
Bill has 5 children and 3 grandchildren with a 4th due in
the spring. Besides his family, Susan and SEA, his passions

 Refuge Mosquito Monitoring
 Bandon Marsh and Ni-les’tun Unit Bird
Surveys
 Bird Breeding Season at Coquille Point Photo
Documenting
 Bat Population and Species Monitoring

Outreach, education and Interpretation
 Seabird Nesting & Natural Resource
Interpretation
 Shorebird Sister Schools Program Assistance
 Nature & Birding Tours Guides
 Interpretive Guided Paddle Tours (Coquille
River)
 Coastal Wildlife Interpreters
 Community Presentations
 Historical Document & Photo Archiving

Bill
Binnewies
addresses Oregon
State University
Sea Camp students
at Simpson Reef
during
August.
(Photo courtesy of
Kay Gilman, SEA
Volunteer).
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Board of Directors
Mary Garrett
541-261-1076
(President)

Arlene Esqueda
801-243-3329
(Secretary)

Susan Ryan
541-373-0910
(Treasurer)

Bill Stenberg
503-593-5010
(Vice President)

Bill Binnewies
541-297-8936

Roy Green
541-280-1862

Anna Diehl
541-821-1905

Robin McCreery
541-217-8019

Harv Schubothe
541-297-2342

Steve Garrett
541-261-1076

Loren Morris
801-661-5738

e-mail at info@sea-edu.org or phone 541-313-6751
Visit us at: www.sea-edu.org

CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF SHORELINE EDUCATION FOR AWARENESS
Your tax-deductible contribution to Shoreline Education for Awareness directly supports SEA’s coastal
wildlife interpretation program as it continues its crucial role in the education of local residents and the
growing number of visitors to our coast from around the world. You can also contribute by becoming a
volunteer. Please use the form below to become a member, make an additional contribution to the
program, or to indicate your interest in volunteering.
__________________________________________________________
___
___

Enclosed is my contribution to help support SEA
I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program
Please call me at:___________________________________________________________________________
Or send me an e-mail at:_____________________________________________________________________

Suggested Donations (Check One):
___
$25 Individual Membership
___
$35 Family Membership (2 or more in same household)

___
___

___
___

$25 additional contribution
___
I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program.

$50 additional contribution
$100 additional contribution

Other $

Name:
Address
City, State, Zip:
EE-mail:
Use the PayPal link on our website or make your tax-deducible check payable to:
Shoreline Education for Awareness
P.O. Box 957
Bandon, Oregon 97411
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