Summer 2017

Friends of the Southern Oregon Coastal
National Wildlife Refuges
Summer 2017

Shoreline Education for Awareness, Inc.
P.O. Box 957
Bandon, OR 97411

All Dressed Up and No
Puffins in Sight
By Arlene Esqueda

On April 29th, SEA hosted our annual Puffin Party at Face
Rock, welcoming the Tufted Puffins back to Bandon.
SEA Volunteers, Bandon community, and many visitors
partied in anticipation of sighting Tufted Puffins. The
celebration included Puffin Cupcakes, Puffin Egg
Cookies, drinks, and telescopes as well as binoculars at
the ready to spot the elusive birds. Children received a
bag of goodies with yummy treats, crayons and a fun
coloring book full of marine and other animals of
Oregon.
Although the weather was
perfect, unfortunately, Puffins
would not be spotted that
fine day. SEA’s Annual Puffin
Party is held to help educate
and encourage community
and
visitors
to learn
Photos by Mary Garrett
more
about marine animals and the rich
and wonderful shoreline of the
Oregon Coast. Puffins are one of
the most wondrous coastal
creatures! Tufted Puffins return to Bandon in late April
to find a mate, breed and lay a single egg in early June.
These pelagic seabirds are truly a wonder to see, not
only in their stunning plumage colors and yellow tufts,
but also their comical and endearing behaviors.
Puffins can be seen at Face Rock, Coquille Point and in
the water around Table Rock every April through July.
SEA will continue to be at Coquille Point through July
with scopes set up every Saturday and Sunday from
10:00-2:00. Even if Puffins are not in sight, there are so

many special things to see at the point, from Murres,
Oyster Catchers, Pigeon Guillemot, Cormorants, Harbor
Seals, and so much more. Our Volunteers will help with
Maybe next year…….

your questions and give people a chance for an up-close
view of our wildlife, and hopefully you will spot a

Tufted Puffin!

A Rare Glimpse……..(see Page 5)
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From Our Partners

New Sea Interns on Board
by Eric Mruz
South Coast Refuge Manager, Oregon Coast NWR Complex

Welcome, Lila Bowen! Started May 4th
Lila is a recent graduate of Pacific University where she
earned a Bachelor of
Science
degree
in
Biology. During her time
at PU, she took courses in
marine
biology
and
ecology where she gained
an understanding about
communicating ecological
principles, as well as
honing her skills of
identification of many
marine species. Lila has
many years of experience
working with students. For
five summers she served as a camp counselor,
equestrian director, and volunteer teen director at a
YMCA camp in western Michigan. In this position she
gained skills in communicating and organizing
volunteers, activity programming, educating visitors on
safety and environmental issues, and leading kayaking
excursions. Lila will serve as the Rocky Shores
Interpretive Specialist out of the Newport Coastal Field
Office. She'll spend time at multiple refuges on the
north and central coast talking with visitors about
marine wildlife and the refuges. She'll also be in charge
of leading a series of interpretive guided paddle trips
along the Nestucca River and possibly at Siletz Bay if the
tides work out to our advantage.

Welcome, Deklyn Wood! Started May 9th
Deklyn is not only a native to Oregon, but he also grew
up on the coast of Oregon in Lincoln County and
attended Newport High School! He's been exploring
nature along the coast since he was a kid and is well

known by the local surfers in
the area. His time spent
along the coast are what
inspired him to pursue a
degree in Environmental
Science at Oregon State
University.
Deklyn also
spent a year abroad in
Australia
at
Deakin
University where he studied
coastal ecosystems and
marine biodiversity. During
his time in Australia he
spent
four
months
volunteering as a whale watching interpreter for visitors
from around the world. Deklyn will serve as the Rocky
Shores Interpretive Specialist on the south coast out of
the Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge field
office. This spring and summer, he'll spend many hours
talking with visitors about the marine life at Coquille
Point. In addition, he'll be helping with seabird
population monitoring, marsh surveys, and he'll be
traveling further south twice a month to Brookings
where the density of coastal islands and sea stacks are
the highest along the coast.

A Few Crab
Facts
Forage
Fish Near Record Low
Submitted by Dawn Harris, OINWR Visitor Services Manager,
as published on www.pewtrusts.org

Off the coast of California, one of the most important
fish in the sea is in trouble. Northern anchovy, among
the small species known as forage fish, has decreased
dramatically in number, which could have repercussions
throughout the Pacific Ocean’s food web. Anchovies are
vital prey for more than 50 species, including seabirds,
larger fish such as salmon and tuna, and such marine
mammals as whales and sea lions. Along with other
forage fish, like sardines, Pacific saury, and sand lance,
anchovies are an essential part of one of the most
vibrant marine ecosystems in the world. This week,
West Coast fishery managers are meeting to consider a
range of issues, including measures that could lead to
improved management of anchovies. Recent studies
indicate that the northern anchovy’s central
subpopulation—which occupies the Pacific off
California—is at very low levels. While the drastic drop
is probably the result of environmental factors such as
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fluctuating ocean temperatures, the need to safeguard
northern anchovies is crystal clear. Here are five
reasons to protect this critical species.

1. Northern anchovies are the most important forage
fish in the U.S. Pacific Ocean. Northern anchovies are a
vital source of food for a vast array of marine wildlife off
the West Coast. According to scientific data, northern
anchovy is the preferred prey species for seabirds
throughout the California Current ecosystem, the
coastal waters stretching from British Columbia in
Canada to Baja California in Mexico. It is also the top or
second choice for the broader array of marine
predators off the Pacific coast, such as humpback
whales, chinook salmon, dolphins, and sea lions.
2. Northern anchovies are the meal of choice for
rhinoceros auklet chicks. Biologists with the research
group Oikonos at Año Nuevo Island off California have
found that, in some years, anchovies comprise up to
100 percent of the diet of Pacific coast rhinoceros
auklet seabird chicks. Similarly, research conducted 50
miles north, at the Farallon Islands National Wildlife
Refuge, suggests that seabirds there can consume over
90,000 tons of anchovies a year when the forage
species is readily available. That’s why scientists say we
should leave a third of the forage fish for the birds.
3. Anchovies, like other forage fish, find safety in
numbers. Because anchovies are small—adults reach
about 8 inches in length—these fish, like other forage
species, move through the ocean in massive schools
known as bait balls to protect themselves from
predators. But this also makes forage fish an easy target
for commercial fishing vessels. Precautionary fishing
limits could help protect northern anchovies while they
rebound from their low numbers.

4. Humpback whales rely on anchovies—by the
mouthful. To feed on anchovies and other forage fish,
humpbacks use a technique called a “bubble blast” in
which they blow enormous underwater bubbles to herd
their prey, then lunge upward through the resulting bait
ball, mouths wide open. To complete a cycle of this
lunge-feeding, the whales strain the enormous
mouthfuls through their baleen plates, which lets the
water out while keeping the fish in.
5. Twenty-year-old catch limits won’t safeguard
today’s anchovies. Even though the central
subpopulation of the northern anchovy is at a nearhistoric low, the Pacific Fishery Management Council
hasn’t adjusted commercial catch limits for the species
since the 1990s, when the population was much bigger.
While these recent declines in anchovy abundance may
be part of the natural boom-and-bust cycles that affect
all forage fish, failing to reduce catch limits during a
population downturn can exacerbate declines by
lengthening the amount of time before the population
begins to rebound. That’s why The Pew Charitable
Trusts and many others are asking the council to adopt
an ecosystem-based approach to anchovy management
to ensure adequate food for dependent predators,
prevent overfishing, and support strong coastal
communities. As marine biologist and explorer Sylvia
Earle wrote recently in National Geographic, “A healthy
ocean depends on an abundant and diverse array of
small organisms, including forage fish. If fishery
managers fail to recognize and act upon those facts, we
may soon think of our ocean not as a vast, blue, vibrant
wonder, but as one big regret.”
Take action: Please take a moment to contact the
Pacific Fishery Management Council. After all, these
little fish are a big deal!
For more information go to:
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/blogs/compass-points/2017/04/06/5-reasonsto-protect-northern-anchovy
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OINWR & SEA Volunteers Helping to
Educate, Conserve, and Preserve
USFWS and SEA Volunteers are vital to the health and
future preservation of our coastal natural resource
treasures and our communities. There is much work to
be done! On behalf of the OINWR Staff and SEA Board
of Directors we say WELCOME!!!! and thank you! for
standing with us in our efforts to preserve our ocean
environment for the future.
Bill and Cheryl Henry, OINWR Volunteers
“We are from Wenatchee Washington and have been
retired for 5 years. Our plan when we retired was to
travel and see our beautiful country by
working/volunteering at RV parks, national parks,
wildlife refuges and state parks. The Oregon Coast and
The Greater Yellowstone areas are our favorite places
to work. Now, we are volunteering for Oregon Islands
NWR and are very happy to be here! We love wildlife
and not only enjoy working with the refuges but sharing
what we learn with others. Cheryl enjoys birding and
crafts. Bill enjoys photography and tide pools.”

Brenda and Keith Krejci, OINWR
“Retiring from a 38-year career in the Air Force, Brenda
and I have been ful- timers and volunteers for 12 years,
and were here with SEA in 2010. We've volunteered in
many states, but as time goes on we've gained a
preference for the Oregon Coast. We're explorers,
story tellers, and photographers, and enjoy teaching
children the wonders of nature. “

Mike Mueller, OINWR Volunteer
“I am starting my fourth year as a volunteer with USFW
Service with my fourth here at the Bandon Refuge. My
hobbies are camping, hiking, bird watching, tide pooling
and hobby growing. That is why my focus for
volunteering for the F&W Service is because what they
represent for all the living creatures that visit and live in
their borders.”

September – Volunteer Recognition Event,
Date/Location TBA
October – Annual SEA Mtg, Date/Location TBA
(Please note that seminars are subject to change)
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Coos Bay Science March 2017
SEA participated in the Science March in Coos Bay on
Saturday, April 22nd. We hosted an information table
focusing on a theme of “Telling Their Story”. SEA’s
primary focus during this event was to represent marine
wildlife, their habitat, and the need to preserve the
delicate balance of nature. As many people know and
understand, our oceans are in critical condition and the
marine life fluctuates with the change in ocean water
temperatures. In the last few years, the average ocean
temperatures have been warming significantly, resulting
in massive melting of ice caps, lower biomass, and loss
of birds and mammals that rely on the ocean as their
food source. SEA remains strongly dedicated to its
mission of providing interpretation and environmental
education to the public about marine environments.
Article by Mary Garrett

Tide Pool Seminar Makes Big Splash
SEA Board Member, Loren Morris, captivated visitors
and seminar attendees on April 1 by presenting firsthand insight and education on the life of tide pools. The
critical role tide pools play in ocean ecology is
tremendous. Thanks, Loren, for sharing your knowledge
with us all!
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The Story Behind the Name
What’s in a name, or a face? One never knows until we
get to know the other person. We thought it would be
good to personalize the names and faces you often see
in this newsletter by “introducing” your SEA Board of
Directors. Its only befitting we begin with Mary Garrett,
SEA President.
Mary and her husband,
Steve,
moved
to
Bandon permanently in
2013. “We fell in love
with the coastline and
Bandon on our first
visit here in 2003 and
were fortunate to
move
here
upon
retirement. We were
anxious to learn as
much we could about
marine wildlife and the
habitat”, Mary says.
One of the very first
events they attended was a SEA seminar about the
geology and cultural anthropology along the Bandon
coastline. They were hooked and joined SEA right away.
With a smile on her face Mary states, “The more we
learned about marine mammals, birds and
invertebrates, the stronger the desire to be a part of an
organization that seeks to educate and inform the
public. Having grown up in Texas and worked in a nonscientific vocation, I found my learning curve to be quite
steep. But, the more I learned and became engaged the
more I welcomed the challenges of understanding this
new realm. It continues to be fun and invigorating.
Learning about scientific research and data to support
the evidence just reinforced my understanding of
climate change, global warming, and the impact on
fragile ecosystems.”
In 2016, Mary completed the Master Naturalist course
offered through OSU. In addition to online courses, she
was able to attend an intense weeklong training at the
OIMB campus in Charleston. She went on to emphasize,
“This experience was very enriching and provided me
with a much more comprehensive background of our
marine environment. I am also volunteering at the
Charleston Marine Life Center and learn weekly about
the amazing life in and around our oceans. Living in
Bandon and being part of SEA has been a real treasure

for me. I hope that more people are able to embrace
and support this beautiful place in which we live.”

A Rare Glimpse (front page)
Volunteer Jeanine Rachcau spotted an almost pure
white Stellers Sea Lion at Simpson Reef. Dr. Jan Hodder
said it was an old "grizzly" with a coat that is bleached
by sun and sand. Simpson Reef continues to be a
dynamic site to interpret. WE CAN USE YOUR HELP
covering shifts. Right now our RV Volunteer Kay Gilman
and three others are carrying most of the shift load at
Simpson Reef. For information on how you can help or
on how you can refer new volunteers to SEA and
OINWR, contact us by calling the number on the last
page of this newsletter. Thanks, Jeanine, for sharing
your awesome experience!

SEA & Coastal Refuges Volunteer
Projects List
Volunteer projects include flexible schedules. Ask
our SEA Volunteer Coordinator or the South Coast
Refuge Manager about project particulars! Phone
541-260-7770 for more information or to sign up!

Pollinators, Habitat Restoration, and Artistry





Pollinator Gardening
Bandon Marsh Refuge Clean Up Day
Shed Mural Painting Project
Invasive Species Removal

Citizen Science
 Fahy Creek Fish Trap Monitoring
 Refuge Mosquito Monitoring
 Bandon Marsh and Ni-les’tun Unit Bird
Surveys
 Bird Breeding Season at Coquille Point Photo
Documenting
 Bat Population and Species Monitoring

Outreach, education and Interpretation
 Seabird Nesting & Natural Resource
Interpretation
 Shorebird Sister Schools Program Assistance
 Nature & Birding Tours Guides
 Interpretive Guided Paddle Tours (Coquille
River)
 Coastal Wildlife Interpreters
 Community Presentations
 Historical Document & Photo Archiving
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Board of Directors
Mary Garrett
541-261-1076
(President)

Arlene Esqueda
801-243-3329
(Secretary)

Susan Ryan
541-373-0910
(Treasurer)

Bill Stenberg
503-593-5010
(Vice President)

Bill Binnewies
541-297-8936

Roy Green
541-280-1862

Anna Diehl
541-821-1905

Robin McCreery
541-217-8019

Harv Schubothe
541-297-2342

Steve Garrett
541-261-1076

Loren Morris
801-661-5738

e-mail at info@sea-edu.org or phone 541-313-6751
Visit us at: www.sea-edu.org

CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF SHORELINE EDUCATION FOR AWARENESS
Your tax-deductible contribution to Shoreline Education for Awareness directly supports SEA’s coastal
wildlife interpretation program as it continues its crucial role in the education of local residents and the
growing number of visitors to our coast from around the world. You can also contribute by becoming a
volunteer. Please use the form below to become a member, make an additional contribution to the
program, or to indicate your interest in volunteering.
__________________________________________________________
___
___

Enclosed is my contribution to help support SEA
I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program
Please call me at:___________________________________________________________________________
Or send me an e-mail at:_____________________________________________________________________

Suggested Donations (Check One):
___
$25 Individual Membership
___
$35 Family Membership (2 or more in same household)

___
___

___
___

$25 additional contribution
___
I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program.

$50 additional contribution
$100 additional contribution

Other $

Name:
Address
City, State, Zip:
EE-mail:
Use the PayPal link on our website or make your tax-deducible check payable to:
Shoreline Education for Awareness
P.O. Box 957
Bandon, Oregon 97411
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