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SEA Gears Up for 2017 
SEA’s Board of Directors has been busy these past few 
months critiquing the past year’s accomplishments and 
looking for ways to improve internal and external 
communications, improve administrative processes and 
practices, increase membership, and enhance our 
primary mission of bringing additional awareness and 
education to the public. More and more climate change, 
national and state policies, and the by-products of both 
are impacting our world, namely wildlife and wild places.  
Our world, our Oregon, is at a critical juncture.  It is 
incumbent upon each of us to do what we can to make 
the differences needed to create and sustain healthy 
ecosystems and lifestyles for all—people, wildlife, and 
the environment.  The primary question is this:  how does 
SEA become more effective in its efforts?   
With this in mind your SEA Board of Directors held its first 
Strategic Planning Session in early December in an effort 
to develop and design sustainable goals and objectives 
intended to strengthen our position and to influence the 
changes needed to preserve and conserve our coastal 
environment and communities. 
Another session will follow on January 27, 2017, to refine 
discussion points and goals. We will keep you posted as 
to our progress.  Your input is vital; your involvement is 
vital. Please share your ideas for improvement or for 
advancing our mission.  Please maintain your 
membership. And, please take the time to read SEA 
communications—newsletter, social media, etc., and 
attend SEA seminars.  Knowledge is powerful; it is the 
only way SEA and you can make changes together for the 
better.   
 

New Officers Elected, Expertise Retained 

At the October Annual Meeting, new Board officers were 
elected for the positions of President, Vice President, and 
Secretary as well as two changes in Board Membership.  

 
 

 

Mary Garrett, our new President, has been with SEA for 
three years as a Board Member.  She and her husband, 
Steve, also a Board Member, live in Bandon.  Fortunately, 
Harv Schubothe, Past President, will be remaining on our 
Board of Directors!  Harv’s 
broad knowledge and 
information base through 
SEA involvement over nearly 
three decades is invaluable. 
Other elections: Bill 
Stenberg, Vice President, and 
Arlene Esqueda, Secretary.  
We extend best wishes to 
Sandy Adden, Board 
Member, on her new journey  
and welcome Loren Morris as 
a new Board Member. 
Congratulations to Mary, Bill, Arlene and Loren!  A 
heartfelt THANK YOU to Harv for his past leadership and 
continued support, and Happy Travels to Sandy! 
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From Our Partners 

 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.  
DRONES 
by Eric Mruz 

South Coast Refuge Manager, Oregon Coast NWR Complex 

 
The public's use of unmanned aerial systems (UAS), 
commonly referred to as drones, has become immensely 
popular and versatile, allowing users to equip cameras 
and obtain unparalleled views of landscapes and wildlife. 
Drones, being generally small and highly maneuverable, 
are capable of accessing areas traditionally off-limits to 
casual observers. They possess enormous potential in 
any number of scientific applications, but the use of 
drones can have a deleterious effect on wildlife.  
 

 
 
Know where to fly - Operating drones on National 
Wildlife Refuges is illegal. 
From nearly every viewpoint on the Oregon coast, 
colossal islands and sea stacks can be seen jutting out of 
the Pacific Ocean, stark monoliths amidst a pounding 
surf. Established on May 6, 1935, as a refuge and 
breeding ground for seabirds and marine mammals, the 
scenic and rugged Oregon Islands Refuge includes 1,853 
rocks, reefs, and islands. These refuge islands are also 
designated National Wilderness Areas.  Most of Oregon’s 
estimated 1.2 million nesting seabirds use Oregon 
Islands Refuge as a place to raise their young, and 
Oregon’s seals and sea lions use the islands as a place to 
haul out and rest or to give birth to their pups.   
Protect Wildlife & the Environment 

Areas considered ecologically sensitive including refuge 
lands can be disproportionately affected by drone 
flights. Thus, it is illegal to operate unmanned aircraft 
on Refuge property without special permits on any 
national wildlife refuge. In addition, if a drone operator 
stands beyond Refuge boundaries and flies the vehicle 
over the Refuge, fines can be levied if the drone is 
observed disturbing wildlife, e.g. flushing nesting birds 
from an offshore island or causing resting pinnipeds to 
flee for the water. 

 Do not fly over or near wildlife as this can create 
stress that may cause significant harm, and even 
death.  

 Pursuit, harassment, or an intentional 
disturbance of animals during breeding, nesting, 
rearing of young, or other critical life history 
functions is not allowed unless approved as 
research or management.  
 

Remember, the unauthorized operation of aircraft, 
including sail planes, and hang gliders, at altitudes 
resulting in harassment of wildlife, or the unauthorized 
landing or take-off on a national wildlife refuge, except 
in an emergency, is prohibited. National wildlife refuge 
boundaries are designated on up-to-date FAA 
aeronautical charts. 
If you witness possible violations against wildlife on the 
Oregon coast, report it to the Oregon State Police at 800-
453-7888. 

 
Christmas Bird Count:  A 117-year Tradition 

by Jennifer Nelson, Bio Science Intern, USFWS 
 

During the holiday season, we hear the word Christmas, 
a lot. If you are speaking to a birder, however, the words 
bird and count usually follow. The Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) is a National Audubon Society citizen science 
program. This season was its 117th occurrence. Volunteer 
birders across the United States, Canada, and other 
countries in the Western Hemisphere including but not 
limited to Belize, Costa Rica, Guam, and Panama 
gathered to count birds over a 24-hour period between 
December 14 and January 5. Results are still coming in 
for this season but during the 2015-2016 CBC, thousands 
of participants gathered at 2,505 separate counts. The 
counts occur within the same 15-mile diameter circles 
each year. With so much participation, it’s natural to ask: 
how did the Christmas Bird Count begin? 
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The first Christmas Bird Count occurred on Christmas Day 
1900. There were 27 participants that covered 25 areas 
ranging from Toronto, Ontario to Pacific Grove, 
California. In total, they tallied about 90 bird species. The 
event was proposed by ornithologist Frank M. Chapman 
of the American Museum of Natural History. Prior to 
1900, a popular Christmas Day tradition was to shoot and 
collect as many birds as possible. Chapman didn’t 
approve of the tradition and instead, wanted to replace 
it with one that counted birds in a certain area which 
would, over time, create a large database to find out 
about the world around us.  

Mission accomplished Mr. Chapman. To date over 200 
peer-reviewed articles have used CBC data in their data 
analyses. The counts allow researchers to study long-
term population trends for birds across North America. 
When coupled with other large-scale surveys that occur 
at a different time of the year, such as the USGS North 
American Breeding Bird Survey, researchers can also 
study movement between seasons and across years. An   
example of such a study is the poleward shift of avian 
winter ranges and its relationship to climate change. 
This year, the 19th Coquille Valley Christmas Bird Count 
occurred on January 1st. Official results are not available 
for this season but unofficially there were 44 total 
participants who spotted 147 species. They counted 
about 45,000 birds which is the lowest count for the 
Coquille Valley since 2000. This low is probably 
attributed to the unusually bad weather. Some 
noteworthy species that were spotted include a higher 
number of Turkey Vultures and Barn Swallows, which are 
not common in the winter, and Western Bluebirds seen 
for the first time at Bandon Marsh National Wildlife 
Refuge. Two American Tree Sparrows were spotted, one 
in Bandon and another in Coquille and the most exciting 
find was a Burrowing Owl! In addition, for the first time 
participants did not see a White-Winged Scoter during 
the count. Last year, the Coquille Valley Christmas Bird 
Count had 45 total participants and counted 146 species. 
Other counts that occurred in the area were in Coos Bay 
and Port Orford. Next year will be the 118th CBC. For 

more information and how to join visit: 
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christm
as-bird-count  
 

Birders Brave Harsh Conditions 
by Harv Shoebuthe 

 

Thirty-two birders came from near and far to participate 
in the 19th Coquille Valley Christmas Bird Count on 
Sunday January 1. They came from as far as Florida, 
Banks, Eugene and Brookings to endure a cold, rain and 
hail showery day birding on the Southern Oregon coast. 
They were assisted by twelve observers at feeders 
throughout the 15-mile diameter Christmas Count circle 
that includes Bandon and Coquille. 
Count compiler and organizer Harv Schubothe reported 
that 45,323 different birds were seen by the 32 birders in 
the field as well as the twelve participants who watched 
bird feeders in their yards, down from the nearly 68,000 
counted last year in dry and warmer weather. The total 
birds counted were the lowest in the Count since 2000. 
On the other hand, 147 different species were found, just 
one below the average number of species seen in the 19 
years of this count, but still the second highest species 
count of all the Christmas Bird Counts in Oregon topped 
only by the December 18th count in the Coos Bay area. 
The highlight of the count was an American Tree 
Swallow, the first seen in the 19 years of the count. Even 
rarer is that two different teams found one. Lars 
Nogren’s team of Diane Cavaness, John Chafin and Anne 
Morgen had one in Coquille. Meanwhile, Harv Schubothe 
and his team of former Alaskans Kent Hall, Bev Minn and 

Stacey Skrivanek encountered another in a birdy 
backyard in Bandon Heights.  

Photo by Kelle Herrick 

http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
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Another rarity was the second burrowing owl ever 
witnessed in the count and first since 1991. Karen Shorts 
had first discovered the bird months ago at the Pacific 
Dunes golf course and was able to lead the fellow team 
members Stephen Brown, Steve Holt and Norm Shorts to 

see it. Lars and company made still another unusual find, 
a Blue-winged Teal. It’s just the third time that a single 
Blue-winged Teal has been found in the 19-year count. 
Barn Swallows were found for the fourth time by three 
teams and the old record of 4 was shattered by Tim 
Rodenkirk alone with his 12 on his Norway route.   
Feeder/yard counter Katty Acree of Coquille had band 
tailed pigeons for the third year in a row. This was the 
fourth time they have been encountered in the Coquille 
Valley count.  
Record numbers were seen of the following species: Wild 
Turkey, Turkey Vulture, Anna’s Hummingbird and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows. Records tied include 
immature Bald Eagles and Clarke’s Grebe where one was 
seen albeit on the ninth occasion. 
Two near misses are what are referred to count week 
birds. These are birds seen in the week surrounding the 
countdown. Both Lapland Longspurs and a Short-eared 
Owl were seen north of Bandon’s Jetty. 
Obviously when the count failed to measure up with past 
results, there had to be misses as well. Some were very 
notable and unexpected. One species was not seen for 
the first time in the 19 years of the count. White-winged 
Scoters had averaged 16 birds seen a year. A Whimbrel 
was not seen for only the third time and likewise 
Common Merganser (which has averaged 6 birds) was 
missed for only the third time. In both cases, it was the 
second miss in the last three years.  
Next year’s Coquille Valley Christmas Bird Count is 
tentatively scheduled for the first weekend in January. 
For more information about the bird count or getting 
involved in the next bird count, contact Harv Schubothe 
at 541-297-2342. 
. 

Gorse Blossom Fest Needs Volunteers 

The annual Gorse Blossom Festival is planned for 
President’s Day Weekend, February 17-19, 2017. 
Vendors will have booths on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday in the same building where the Old Town Bandon 
Farmers Market is held. Our US Fish & Wildlife partners 
will have an information booth on site and are in need of 
volunteers to assist. The Festival coordinators require 
the booth to be staffed all three days (Friday 2-6 PM, 

Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM, and Sunday 10 AM - 3 PM). 
USFWS wants to showcase and inform the public about 
the gorse removal project at Coquille Point. There will 
also be SEA and wildlife refuge brochures to distribute.  
Please contact Jennifer Nelson, USFWS Bio Science 
Intern, at 541-867-4550, if you can help.  This is one more 
way SEA can provide education and awareness! 

 
C 

 

 

 

Elliot State Forest Public Hearing: Your Support A 

Must One important role of Shoreline Education for 
Awareness is to advocate on important conservation and 
environmental issues. Please consider joining members 
of the local Audubon Society and other groups in 

advocating for keeping Elliot State Forest in public hands. 
At last month’s State Land Board meeting, the Elliott 
State Forest was given a second chance to remain in 
public ownership. Now that the Governor has introduced 
the possibility of public bonding to keep the forest from 
being privatized, we must urge legislators from across 
the state to support this effort and find a solution to keep 
the forest in public ownership, open for a variety of 
recreational uses, and its important natural resources 
protected. State Representatives Arnie Roblan and 
Caddy McKeown who represent districts on the Coast 
near the Elliott, will be critically important in this effort 
and it is crucial that they hear from constituents that they 
should support efforts to keep the Elliott public. Feel free 

A Call to Membership 

 

January 28 –Ocean Acidification,  Dr. Julie Shram, 

PhD, and Reyn Yoshiska, PhD student,  at the 

Charleston Marine Life Center, 9 to 10:30 am 

February 17-19, Gorse Blossom Festival 

February 18 -  Dr. Shanks on Oceanography at the 

OIMB Boat House, time 

April 1 – Loren Morris, Tidepools, the Barn, 9 am 

April 15 – Jan Hodder, Pinnipeds, at OIMB, 9am 

April 29 – Puffin Party, Face Rock, 10am – 1 pm 

May 17-18 – SEA Volunteer Training,  

September – Volunteer Recognition Event, 

Date/Location TBA 

October – Annual SEA Meeting, Date/Location 

TBA 

(Please note that seminars are subject to change) 

callto:541-297-2342
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to distribute these dates to anyone that might be 
interested. 

Upcoming Town Hall / Community Events 
Lane County – Roblan and McKeown   
Town Hall 
Saturday January 7th – 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Siuslaw Public Library District – Bromley Room – 1460 
9th St. Florence 
Coos County – Roblan and McKeown 
Town Hall 
Tuesday January 17th – 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Coos Bay Public Library – 525 Anderson Avenue, Coos 
Bay 
Lincoln County (two events) – Roblan 
Chamber of Commerce Weekly Luncheon 
Friday January 27th – noon to 1 p.m. 
Newport Chamber of Commerce, 555 SW Coast 
Highway, Newport 
Town Hall 
Friday January 27th – 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
OSU Extension Service Lincoln County, 1211 SE Bay 
Blvd, Newport, OR 97365 

Key Messages to Send to Representatives 
-Keep the Elliott State Forest public and accessible for a 
variety of uses 
-Permanently disconnect the Elliott from the Common 
School Fund  
-Support efforts by the Governor to secure bonding 
through the legislature in the 2017 session 
-Support other legislative efforts, such as a Trust Land 
Transfer Bill, which could help make a public ownership 
solution for the Elliott more obtainable 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Marine Mammal Institute (MMI) at Oregon State 
University is moving forward with plans to qualify a new 
Oregon Gray Whale license plate. To do so, the Oregon 
Department of Transportation requires at least 3,000 
Oregon vehicle owners who will purchase this special 
plate. The special plate will cost $40 more than regular 
plates initially and at renewal. The MMI will receive $35 
of every $40 for each plate issued. These funds will 
support whale research, student training, and public 
education. Plus, the new plate will help celebrate gray 
whales and coastal tourism by both whales and humans! 
Once endangered from whaling, the gray whale 
population is now fully recovered. Each year the gray 
population migrates south to Baja, Mexico, to breed and 
then back north to feeding grounds in Alaska. A few 
hundred gray whales spend summers feeding here in the 
Pacific Northwest. We have gray whales off Oregon every 
month of the year!  For more information and how to 
order, visit: mmi.oregonstate.edu/whaleplate. 

 

New Oregon License Plates 
 Feature Whales 

 

Membership renewal notices are being sent out in 
the next few weeks. Please either mail your renewal 
back to us or renew on line. Your responding to the 

notice as soon as possible will help us expedite 
updating the SEA membership list.  

 Additionally, SEA needs volunteers for all types of 
activities not just interpretation.  Please contact Bill 
Binnewies, Volunteer Coordinator, at 541-297-8936 

with dates and time frames you can assist. 
 THANK YOU!!! 

 

Protecting Blue Whales 

by Predicting Where 

They’ll Be by Jackie Snow 

 

Go to: 
https://www.hakaimagazine
.com/article-
short/protecting-blue-
whales-predicting-where-
theyll-be 
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Board of Directors 

 
  Mary Garrett   Arlene Esqueda  Susan Ryan  Bill Stenberg 
  541-261-1076  801-243-3329   541-373-0910  503-593-5010 
  (President)   (Secretary)   (Treasurer)  (Vice President) 
 
  Bill Binnewies  Roy Green   Anna Diehl  Robin McCreery 
  541-297-8936  541-280-1862   541-821-1905  541-217-8019 
 
 Harv Schubothe  Steve Garrett   Loren Morris 
 541-297-2342    541-261-1076   801-661-5738 
  

e-mail at info@sea-edu.org or phone 541-260-7770 
Visit us at: www.sea-edu.org                                 

 

Don’t Forget! Shop 
AmazonSmile 
 to Help SEA  

CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK OF SHORELINE EDUCATION FOR AWARENESS 
 

Your tax-deductible contribution to Shoreline Education for Awareness directly supports SEA’s coastal 
wildlife interpretation program as it continues its crucial role in the education of local residents and the 
growing number of visitors to our coast from around the world. You can also contribute by becoming a 
volunteer. Please use the form below to become a member, make an additional contribution to the 
program, or to indicate your interest in volunteering. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
___ Enclosed is my contribution to help support SEA 
___ I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program 
 
 Please call me at:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 Or send me an e-mail at:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suggested Donations (Check One): 
___ $25 Individual Membership     ___ $50 additional contribution 
___ $35 Family Membership (2 or more in same household)   ___ $100 additional contribution 

___ $25 additional contribution     ___ Other $ 
___ I would like to volunteer for the wildlife interpretation program. 
 
Name: 
Address           
City, State, Zip:              
E-mail: 

 
Make your tax-deducible check payable to:          
Shoreline Education for Awareness 
P.O. Box 957 
Bandon, Oregon 97411 
 

 
 

 

mailto:info@sea-edu.org
http://www.sea-edu.org/

